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As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 
collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed 
him. 
 
While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and 
sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, 
they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 
 
On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 
sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” Matthew 9:9-13 (NIV) 

 

 

1 / THE CALL OF HOPE BEGINS WITH 
 
___________________________________________________ 
“Therefore as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” Colossians 3:12 (NIV) 

 
2 / THE CALL OF HOPE LEADS TO  
 
__________________________________________________ 
“Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again Rejoice! Philippians 4:4 (NIV) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
3 / THE CALL OF HOPE RESTORES 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
”Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
might…and love your neighbor as yourself.” Deut. 6:5;Lev. 19:18 (NIV)   
 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. By this all everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.” John 13:34-35 (NIV) 

 

Next Steps  
 
Take some time this week to think about the call of HOPE in your life.  You may 
find the following questions helpful in personal quiet reflection.  They can also 
be used as discussion starters with family and friends over a meal. 
 
1.  Who do you relate to more? Matthew, the Disciples, the teachers of the Law 
and Pharisees, or the partygoers having dinner at Matthew’s house?  Why? 
 
2.  Do you have someone in your life that represents Matthew?  How might you 
reach out with compassion to this person this week? 
 
3.  When and where do you sit in judgment similar to the scribes and Pharisees?  
How might you change this practice this week? 
 
4.  How will you live out your call of HOPE this week? 
 

 

 

 


